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Lesson for March 11 in this issue 


Lesson 10.—Parables of the Kingdom. 
Matthew 13 : 1-52. 


Notes on Open Letters: 





How Are Men Saved? .........eseeeceeees 118 
What Is the Secret of Success in This Large 
School? By Elisabeth C, Haven .....; 119 
The Times Guide to New Books ............ 120 
International Uniform Lesson ............ 122-128 
The Young People’s Prayet Meeting. By 
Jolin W.. Eames Je: ~ ocveigecenesvetecerecoss 129 
For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
WOREEL. .. Gi'bssd0scb-eo5se0cey sees bavesinnteonennrs 130 











OULDN’T the display in your fa- 

vorite store be confusing if you had 
never heard of any of the products before 
you entered the door? But you go in 
with your mind pretty well made up, be- 
cause you’ve made your selection in the 
advertisements. The TIMES advertising 
columns will help you in making pur- 
chases for the home, church, or Sunday- 

school. 





























Their Robes Made White in the 
Blood of the Lamb 


By George Walker Whitcomb 
Rev. 7:14. 


HY speak of dress, since they are 
THERE? 
Their martyred selves distinction show. 
Yes, but their garments are so fair 
Because of Calvary’s crimson flow. 


In blood of Christ their robes made pure 
Tell of a Love so great, so strong, 

That thus the stress they could endure — 
They tell to Whom those robes belong. 


Poor blood they shed, His blood they 
claimed. 
They died, but lo, they live in white: 
Then, as the martyred host is named, 
No stain they bear in Heaven’s sight. 


Oh, see them, then, display His grace! 
The Lamb is all their song or claim. 

Their robes o’er all that holy place 
Diffuse the fragrance of His name. 


we 
Protected 


God’s Word is sometimes an unex- 
pected protection. A Christian business 
man recently had surprising evidence of 
this, and has written about it in a letter 
to a friend. He had: just attended a meet- 


ing of the Chicago Camp of Gideons, and 
was walking along. Milwaukee Avenue 
when, to quote from his letter: “I was 
attacked from behind by two F paca ban- 
dits, who shoved me into a ey and began 
to rob me. One of wtive. he himself 
to my jade scarf-pin, but, before ‘they 
located the small amouyt fof mopey J, had 
with me, the other one ran across my. 

Testament. ‘Oh!’ said he to his companion, 


‘this here guy’s a Christian; I gdess.we™ 
hadn’t ought to do anything to him.” 


‘O.«K,,’ replied the other, arid handed me 
back my pin. Both men then hurried away, 
leaving me unharmed. How I thank and 
praise our ever blessed Lord for Psalm 
34:7.” The Psalmist sang: “The angel 
of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear him, and delivereth them.” This 
modern Gideon had the same experience 
that Gideon of old had, when his enemies 
could not hurt him because “the Lord said 
unto him, Surely I will be with thee.” 
God always keeps his word, and his word 
keeps us. The Gideons of today are doing 
a great work in circulating the Word of 
God, and this modern Gideon can -truly 
say, in the words of the greatest chapter 
in all the Bible concerning the Bible: 
“Great peace have they which love thy 
law: and nothing shall offend them” (Psa. 
119: 165). 


% 


With Dr. Kyle at an Old. F; Bait 


stronghold of Kirjath-sepher. It can 

be read between the brief lines of 
Joshua 15:16, 17: “And Caleb said, He 
that smiteth Kirjath-sepher, and taketh it, 
to him will I give Achsah my daughter to 
wife. And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the 
brother of Caleb, took it: and he gave 
him Achsah his daughter to wife.” There 
are love and bravery and conquest in a 
right cause. 

The account of the excavations at this 
site might have been-done in dry, technical 
language, but that was not at all Dr. Kyle’s 
style. He was a man of many talents: a 
minister of the United Presbyterian 
Church; Archeological Editor of THe 
Sunpay ScHoot Times; editor of Biblio- 
theca Sacra; Professor of Archeology in 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary, and President 
of Xenia Seminary for eight years; a lec- 
turer at Princeton, Louisville, and Union 
(Richmond, Va., not New York) Semi- 
naries, Evangelical Theological College, 


PR ise onstc. hovers over the ancient 





This editorial reviews “Excavating Kirjath- 
Sepher’s Ten Cities,” by Melvin Grove Kyle, 
D.D., LL.D. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publisking Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $2.50.) 


Not Forgotten 

Flood waters always go down. If it 
rains for one week, people talk about it 
and newspapers give the rainfall in inches. 
Noah heard the rain thunder on thé roof 
of the ark for forty days and nights. But 
“God remembered Noah . . and the 
waters asswaged.” One night the dis- 
ciples were pulling their boat vainly against 


_ heavy seas and a head wind on the Sea 


of Galilee. But the Lord Jesus, to whom 
the-darkness and the light are both alike, 
“saw them toiling in rowing”; and about 
three o’clg@ck in the morning —that dead 
hour w vitality runs low —he came to 
them, calmed: the sea, and brought them 
safely to the shore. The enemy is coming 
in like a flood on many of God’s people; 
but “He has not forgotten them, and has 


_ prdmised to lift up a standard against the 


foe. To ther lonely Christian God says, 
“Yet will I not forget thee.” To the tired, 
unnoticed, Christian worker the word is, 
“God is not unrighteous to forget your 
work and labour of love.” However steady 
the downpour, however rough the waters 
through which we are passing, we may 
look confidefitly to Him and ; the 
waters to go d 
who is the heal 
my God.” 
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Dallas, and the 
ental Research, Jerusalém; and’ 
ologist himself of forty years’ experience. 
His death last May caused a loss to the 
whole Christian world. 

Four campaigns are described in this 
volume, carried on in 1926, 1928, 1930, and 
1932. Dr. Kyle wrote on the spot at Camp 
Tell Beit Mirsim, the modern name of the 
old city, and those who know the distrac- 
tions of camp life will marvel at the clear- 
ness of his writing, his sense of humor, 
his keen observations on human nature, the 
spiritual lessons drawn from the ancient 
finds, and the wealth of information on 
old and new Palestine. 

A British officer says, “Out here we live 
in the Bible,” and Dr. Kyle adds: “The 
man who doubts the trustworthiness of 
the Bible, and is determined to keep on 
doubting, had best keep away from Bible 
lands.” 

Here is the picture of one of Dr. Kyle’s 
trips up to Jerusalem for the pay roll for 
the workmen at Tell Beit Mirsim. “Last 
week it was my turn to go. I took the 
soldier for a guide and walked to Dhahari- 
yeh, six miles across the mountains. There 
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we telephoned from the police station for 
an automobile to take us to Jerusalem. The 
next morning I started back early, but got 
a car which was out of condition, and after 
stopping about twenty times to fix the 
engine, abandoned it. Daud, an old friend 
of our explorations at Sodom, secured a 
guide, gave me a nice lunch, and hired a 
donkey, and away we came for camp. That 
cavalcade was a sight. The donkey was 
a little mouse-colored, unkempt beast with 
one bobbed ear. There were no proper 
stirrups, and what there: were were not 
within hailing distance of my feet. When 
I stepped over that little fellow and sat 
down, my feet dragged on the ground. I 
was sorely tried all the way between the 
weariness of holding my feet up and the 
pain of the pricking of the thistles so abun- 
dant along the way. At last we arrived 
amid much hilarity; the guide and the 
donkey boy laughed along the way, every- 
body laughed at camp when I arrived, and 
even the donkey hee-hawed in his best 
style.” 

Of another day he writes: “This morn- 
ing early we are off on the journey to 
Jerusalem to replenish our larder and our 
exchequer. That is to say, we planned to 
go early, but, alas, the morning was so 
cold that our engine would not give a 
hoot, only a little suggestion. 

“Then the watchman and the cook’s 
helper, and a visiting Arab and the Presi- 
dent of the staff complied with the Swiss 
diligence requirement for third class. pas- 
sengers to ‘get out and push.’ By the 
time we reached the foot of the hill, all 
went merrily. We thought we knew the 
camel trail to the Beersheba road, but it 
is astonishing how different a road looks 
when traveled in the opposite direction, as 
every wrongdoer finds in the day of re- 
pentance. When going out we found a 
number of roads leading off that we had 
not noticed, when coming in. .We missed 
the way !” 

A large cave was discovered near the 
east gate, and some Arabs and two mem- 
bers of the staff crept into it. “They were 
gone a long time, so long that I began to 
fear they had fallen into a pit, or lost their 
way in a labyrinth. At last their voices 
were heard again and presently they 
emerged, — about the most excited crowd 
I have ever seen. They were grimy and 
disheveled from creeping on hands and 
knees, and were perspiring like politicians 
on election day. Even the members. of 
the staff were so excited they could hardly 
talk coherently. ‘The biggest thing ever!’ 
“No end to the grotto!’ ‘A great under- 
ground labyrinth cf corridors and rooms!’ 
-And: the old bandit who found the mouth 
of the cavern, for he is an ex-bandit and 
we were not sure that he was entirely ex-, 
nearly lost control of himself and dropped 


the ex-. He made some very bandit-like 
remarks. We did not consider them dan- 
gerous, but they were ominous; they 


showed that ‘the old man of sin’ was very 
strong in him yet, if only the restraints 
of civilization were removed. He was about 
like an ex-cannibal might be supposed to 
be who smelled a cannibal feast cooking. 
This old man saw visions of countless 
treasure flitting through his mind, if we 
could somehow be gotten out of the way.” 

Probably the history of Kirjath-sepher ex- 
tended; from before 2000 B. C. to 600 B. C. 
One interesting section of Dr. Kyle’s book 
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is “Pottery Chronology in Bible Lands,” in 
which he shows the importance of pottery 
in all the archeologist’s work. “Pottery 
chronology,” he writes, “is a system of his- 
torical coinage that cannot be counter- 
feited.” “It is gratifying to us, and will 
be of interest to all readers, to know that 
this site of Kirjath-sepher is furnishing 
the best conspectus of pottery history and 
the best basis for pottery chronology that 
has been supplied by any one place in Pal- 
estine. It is especially valuable because 
here the point in history of the settlement 
of Israel at this place is so exactly indi- 
cated in the pottery that there cannot be 
any mistake. Everything below that cer- 
tain layer of ashes is Canaanite and every- 
thing above that level is Israelite.. Thus 
we have an absolutely fixed point from 
which to trace events and dates backward 
and forward.” 

Here is one of Dr. Kyle’s vivid pictures 
of Palestine today. “Harvest was drawing 
near, the grain was whitening, here and 
there beginning to turn golden for the 
sickle. Some of the fields of wheat were 
most cheering to the farmer; the grain 
stood three to four feet in height, and the 
heads were bursting with the plumpness 
of the kernels of wheat. Other fields were 
not so promising and, having been planted 
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later, the heads were not yet filled out. 
Still, the farmer lived in hope. . . . So 
these farmers lived in hope until one 
dreadful day and night; that day when we 
came from Gaza to Beersheba in 130 de- 
grees of heat, and the night that followed, 
when the wind tossed our camp and threat- 
ened to demolish it, and the sand flies bit 
me until I have looked like a smallpox vi :- 
tim ever since. It was the sirocco, t e 
dreaded hot east wind, the destroying blast 
from the Kedem. In that one day and night 
the farmer learned what the harvest would 
be.’ Every stalk of grain was dried in 
the field: That which was already filled 
out and beginning to ripen was immediately 
ripened; that which was still green was 
completely cured without ripening ;- made 
dry as tinder, still retaining, in large meas- 
ure, its green color. Such is the ‘east wind’ 
given such a terrible character by the 
prophets and historians of Bible lands.” 
The round-headed “Little Owl” (the. 
name of a species) is often seen by such ob- 
servant travelers as Dr. Kyle in Palestine. 
“Look at these two owls on a stone by 
the roadside; the - solemn, wise-looking 
creatures, rarely ever hooting, are the very 
personification of things lonesome, a living 
commentary on the words of the Hebrew 
(Concluded on page 128) 
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How Are Men Saved? 


Will you please advise me what reference 
you would recommend for further enlighten- 
ment on Ephesians 2:8, 9. The particular 
subject I am interested in is as follows: 
“Not of works, lest any man should boast.” 
—An Ohio bank president. 


Dead men cannot do much which is 


worth while. And only spiritually dead 
men are candidates for salvation. That is, 
only sinners can be saved. Now “all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God” (Rom. 3:23), and “the wages of 
sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). But the rest 
of this verse is in bright and shining con- 
trast to the darkness of the first part: “But 
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 

Men don’t work for gifts— what they 
get by working is wages, not gifts. Sal- 
vation is God’s gift to lost sinners, who 
could never do anything to earn it or de- 
serve it, 

So we read, at the beginning of the chap- 
ter about which the Ohio reader inquires: 
“And you hath he quickened [made alive], 
who were dead in trespasses and sins.” 
Then the apostle goes on to declare by 
inspiration the Gospel: “For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God:-not of 
works, lest any man should boast.” 

This is the Gospel of grace, — and God’s 
grace means what he does for us, not what 
we do for him. When a down-and-out 
pauper has received a princely gift from 
a wealthy friend, there is not much for 
the pauper to boast about. We are all spir- 
itually and eternally paupers in God’s sizht, 
because of our sins. Out of the riches of 
his love and grace and power he offers us 
the great gift of eternal life, accomplished 


for us by the death and resurrection of 
his Son. When, by simple faith in God, 
we receive this gift, we are saved — but let 
us remember, always, that this salvation 
is “not of ourselves: it is the gift of God.” 
Other Bible passages that declare the 
same truth and fact of the Gospel are 

these : 
To him that worketh not, but believeth 


on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith 
is counted for righteousness (Rom. 4: 5). 


God commendeth his love towards us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us (Rom. 5: 8). 

Where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound (Rom. 5: 20). 


He was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities: the chas- 
tisement of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed (Isa. 53: 5). 


He that heareth my word, and believeth 
on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemnation; but 
is tain from death unto life (John 5: 
24). 

If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shall believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved (Rom. 10:9). 

These and many other Scripture passages 
declare unto us the Gospel that God saves 
lost sinners, who are utterly unable to do 
anything worthy of salvation, unable to do 
any good works, and who must be saved by 
what God does for them if ever they are 
to be saved at all. 

But, let us not forget that God expects 
his children, saved by faith in Christ as 
their Saviour, to do many good works after 
they are saved, and because they are saved, 
but never in order to be saved. “For we 
are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that ye should walk in 
them” (Eph. 2: 10). 
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What Is the Secret of Success in This Large School? 


Where numbers are not the goal, but where an 
amazing attendance has been secured 


By Elisabeth C. Haven 














Lord Jesus in this Sunday-school 
. .” Eight little boys and girls, 
six or seven years old, stood at the 
front of the large room. A _ hundred 
and fifty more were seated, filling the room 
to capacity. Not an eye, blue or brown, 
was to be seen. These eight were new 
boys and girls in their Primary Depart- 
ment in ‘the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church of Philadelphia, and they were ask- 
ing God to lead them to the Lord Jesus 
Christ in their Sunday-school. Then, when 
the prayer was finished a hundred and fifty 
faces just shone with delight, and a hun- 
dred and fifty sweet voices sang: 


66 A may they learn to know the 


I will make you fishers of men 
If you follow Me. 

“Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges . . .” Straight 
as an arrow a Junior boy stood and re- 
peated the books of the Bible. Nearly two 
hundred other boys and girls listened, eager 
to recite what they knew. They have still 
much to learn about the Word of God, and 
they are learning fast in Scripture pas- 
sages and Catechism, but Genesis to Rev- 
elation is the creed of the Westminster 
Sunday School, and the rapidly increasing 
attendance of the school shows that it is 
a creed that does attract and hold boys 
and. girls as well as men and women. 
Large Offerings for Missions 

A total enrollment of sixteen hundred 
and sixty-three, am average attendance: of 
well over a thousand during all the winter 
months; three thousand five hundred dol- 
lars in offerings, nearly half of which goes 
to benevolences and missions; what is the 
explanation of this anique school? What 
is the attraction? : 

There is nothing amazing about the cur- 
riculum. A graded course is use@l in the 
lower departments, and the International 
Uniform Lessons in the Intermediate and 
above. More Bibles are in evidence at the 
Westminster Sunday School than in most. 
Catchy methods and much advertised 
schemes for increasing and holding attend- 
ance are conspicuous ‘by their absence. Nor 
is the church jocated in a particularly ad- 
vantageous neighborheed. To the east and 
south is a great Roman Catholic district ; 
to the north are to be found hundreds of 
Jewish families. There is no endowment, 
and the Sunday-school contributes to church 
support, rather than vice versa. The secret 
is evidently not to be found in any of these 
things. 

A live orchestra, well drilled, plays for 
the enthusiastic hymn-sing in the main 
school, and often renders special orchestral 
music and sacred arrangements. A great 
many of the members of the Sunday-school 
are included in the Junior Choir, the Young 
Men’s Chorus, and the church choir. The 
organization of the school is a model of 
efficiency. Unobtrusively the department 
secretaries and treasurers slip around, tak- 
ing attendance, passing on the offerings to 


The Word of God has still its life- 
giving power, and where it is honored 
and the Holy Spirit is allowed to make 
Christ real to hungry hearts, there a 
multitude will be gathered. Pastors 
and Sunday-school workers will find 
this story a challenge to their faith and 
a mighty encouragement to preach and 
teach the Word. 


A further revealing glimpse into the 
inner spiritual life of the church of 
which this school is a part is found in a 
leaflet, “ Prayer — Promise — Power,” 
giving the pastor’s own testimony of 
what happened in a recent revival. 
This and other printed messages by 
the pastor, often i d by special 
request, constitute a modest self-sup- 
porting tract ministry carried on by 
the Westminster Church Office, 58th 

St. and Chester Ave., Philadelphia. 











the head treasurer for counting, so that in 
an incredibly short time the day’s attend- 
ance and offering are posted on the bulletin 
board. The record system, devised by the 
head secretary of the school, who gives his 
whole Sunday and many evenings during 
the week to the work, is efficient to a point 
rarely seen in anything but big business. 
Numerous charts and graphs of the school’s 
growth show the organization of the school, 
its many activities, and make it possible 
to know just what progress is being made. 
Every one seems to be interested in these, 
and the young people gather around the 
posted charts, enthusiastic about the work. 
Four good sized women’s classes, and a 
fine large group of men gather in different 
parts of the building for their meetings. 

Yet carefully organized departments, effi- 
cient officers, and enthusiastic teachers and 
classes cannot explain this school. There 
is something more here than the turning 
of well-greased wheels of mechanical effi- 
ciency; more too than the effervescence of 
community spirit. The answer to the ques- 
tion as to where this power for progress 
is to be found is, perhaps, best expressed in 
the words of the Rev. Warren R. Ward, the 
pastor of the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church. He says: “There is a vast differ- 
ence between one who is born again, has 
Christ living in him, and the best moral 
man of the world. And there is quite 
as much difference between formal church 
members ... and God’s new creatures who 
are born again, Christ-indwelt, Spirit-filled, 
separated from the world, and are out 
to make others see the wonders of God’s 
grace in Christ Jesus.” 


Two Kinds of Sunday School 

This is the attitude of the Westminster 
Sunday School. The teachers know the 
Lord; they are born again men and women, 
seeking to lead their scholars to know 
him. There is a vast difference between 
a Sunday-school with this purpose and a 
Sunday-school where Christ is left outside 
and the work goes on in the lifeless energy 
provided by officers and teachers who have 


never been touched by the regenerating 
work of the Holy Spirit. 

There are two teacher-training classes 
in the Sunday-school, now following an 
intensive course of Bible study based on 
the Evangelical Teacher Training Course. 
Several of those who have taken this course 
have really been born again as a result 
of these classes, and more have come to 
know the Lord Jesus Christ as the Master 
of their lives in an unconditional surren- 
der. This is the source of supfiy for 
teachers in the Sunday-school. Such teach- 
ers are channels through which the Holy 
Spirit can work, 

The quiet efficiency of the officers is 
notable, but with one accord they recog- 
nize that not in themselves nor in their 
efforts is the source of power for the 
work, Prayer is the sphere in which they 
live, and they confess that they have no 
might, neither know they what to do, but 
their eyes are upon God. 


When Young People Pray 


A group of young people meets. at 
the home of one of the teachers every Sat- 
urday evening for prayer. For several 
years this meeting has continued, summer 
and winter. No other attraction is suffi- 
cient to draw them away from: this time 
of definite waiting upon God, Three 
other groups of young people meet reg- 
ularly for prayer. The “Excelsior Class,” 
a group of more than a hundred women, 
has a special meeting for prayer. each 
Friday evening. For eight years they 
have been meeting thus. The Teachers’ 
Association, at its business meetings, gives 
first place to prayer. Boys and girls, 
men and women, are prayed into _ this 
school, and then, through prayer, are led 
through a consciousness of their need of 
Christ to a real salvation and yielding to 
the Lord. It is no wonder the school 
grows. The Holy Spirit is adding daily 
those who should be saved. 

Westminster Sunday School is mission- 
ary in its outlook. Its interest is not con- 
fined to its own neighborhood. One young 
man, who received his impetus toward the 
Christian life and full-time service for the 
Lord in the Intermediate Department, has 
been ordained to the ministry. Eight others 
are in college, all preparing themselves 
for the ministry. A young couple from 
the church have gone out, in a venture of 
faith, to the needy mountain people of 
Kentucky, and the Sunday-school follows 
them with gifts and prayer. The enthusi- 
astic reading of their letters in the school, 
by Intermediates who have received them, 
testifies that this is a living link with mis- 
sions. The church supports a missionary in 
Korea. and another in Wisconsin, and the 
school contributes a substantial sum toward 
this end. This group, at. least, is not set- 
tling down in self-contented carelessness 
concerning those who are without Christ 
in the dark places of the world. The pas- 

(Continued on page 128) 
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The Times Guide to New Books 


Reviews of some of the latest and best books in the fields of sermons, Bible study, missions, 
Sunday-school work, and reading for young people 











Rusty Hinges. By F. D.. Learner, 
F.R.G.S. (China Inland Mission, 237 West 
School Lane, Philadelphia, 75 cents.) A 
great difficulty. which many church. people 
are facing today is to find a sound mission- 
ary textbook for use in missionary soci- 
eties and circles., A large number of the 
books now being brought out hold the 
modernistic view toward missions. Here 
is a book that is both true to the Gospel 
and intensely interesting. The author has 
been for twenty-two years a missionary of 
the China Inland Mission. He describés 
for us the people of Tibet, a stalwart, frank, 
and fearless race, living in that strange and 
romantic land high among the Himalayas. 
One could hardly find a more fascinating 
study of missionary conquest than to fol- 
low the author in his journeys through this 
land which for so many centuries was 
closed to the Gospel. Go with him to the 
Lamasery of Ten Thousand Images and 
watch the devil dancers. See the thou- 
sands of worshipers at the Butter-God Fes- 
tival bowing down before images carved 
from butter. Go back to the caves of 
the holy mountains where the hermits are 
walled in, seeking peace and finding it not. 
Sit with him in the tents of the nomads 
as they partake of their strange evening 
meal, and then in the fire light hear him 
tell the Old, Old Story. The long-closed 
doors of Tibet are surely opening on their 
“rusty hinges” to the Gospel. This little 
book carries a message which is indeed 
worth while. May the author’s longing 
be gratified that some in the home land 
may hear God’s call to give themselves 
to this most important work. 


A Perfect Salvation. An Exposition of 
John Three-Sixteen. By T. P. Tribble, 
D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
$1.25.) There has been much written and 
countless sermons have been preached upon 
this one glorious text, but a reading of the 
present volume leaves one amazed at the 
hidden depths never seen before. Each great 
word or phrase is dealt with in a chapter 
alone, and there stands out with startling 
clearness the fathomless meaning in the 
very words. One realizes afresh who God 
is, and what man is, what God has done, 
and who is the Son, what it is to believe, 
to perish, and to have everlasting life. The 
beauty of the writing impresses one as 
worthy of the theme. The sentences are 
short, clear-cut, and sparkling. God’s 
goodness is so exalted and glorified, and 
man’s need is seen to be so great, that the 
Christian heart will be stirred to worship 
and gratitude to him who has bridged the 
awful gulf and wrought a salvation so per- 
fect. 


Modern Evils. By Robert C. Campbell. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.25.) 
A pastor’s heart is stirred to the depths 
by the sight of the many evils confronting 
the young people of our day. His church 
is a large one, and blessed with an unusual 
number of happy, devoted Christian young 


As a convenience to Times readers, 
any of these books may be ordered 
through the Times Book Service, 1721 
Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia. 
Please add, for postage, ten per cent of 
the price up to orders of $5 or more. 








people. They are this pastor’s joy and 
inspiration, not his “problem,” as he hears 
so many of his brother ministers speak ‘of 
them. But seeing the pitfalls that are laid 
for them, he preached a series of sermons 
that were listened to by great crowds, and 
now in book form will reach a. vaster 
multitude. There. are three chapters de- 
voted to the dance, one to the movies, one 
to the cara-table, two. to marriage and di- 
vorce evils. A chapter on alarming ten- 
dencies discusses the defiling trend of much 
of the present-day literature, the immodest 
dress, and the pleasure-madness, and what 
they indicate. There is a chapter each 
on the desecration of the Lord’s Day and 
on the liquor traffic. The series is brought 
to a fitting close by an earnest message, 
“Christ or Chaos,” where is clearly pointed 
out the one and only remedy. The book 








Comfort for the Sick 


Rose from Brier, By Amy Wilson 

Carmichael. (Society for Promoting 

Christian Knowledge, Northumberland 

Avenue, London, W. C. 2, three 
shillings sixpence.) 

“The toad beneath the harrow knows 

Exactly where each tooth-point goes; 

The butterfly upon the road 

Preaches contentment to that toad.” 


6C"IXHERE can be minutes,” ‘says Miss 
Carmichael, “when the toad is not 
properly grateful to the butterfly: he isn’t 
under the harrow; he never was there.” 
The opject of this beautiful little volume 
is to bring quiet and peace to suffering 
minds and bodies, not from the standpoint 
of the butterfly, but from that of a fellow 
pilgrim who has learned whereof she speaks 
in the hard school of pain. It is not ad- 
vice from the well to the sick. It is gold 
refined in the crucible of many months of 
suffering; a love message warm and fresh 
from the heart of one for whom in the 
long night of pain “a light shined in the 
cell.” Here is real comfort for the sick, 
comfort that will react upon weary hearts 
like the song of the Indian robin, “a gay 
little bird in tidy black and white, that sings 
before the dawn, sometimes as early as 
three o’clock. A long sustained sweetness 
suddenly breaks through the darkness, and 
drops of .silver song are scattered every- 
where.” Those familiar with “Gold Cord” 
and other of Miss Carmichael’s earlier 
books will understand what is meant when 
one says that this book was given, not 
made. The chapters are brief and simple, 
each a separate gem of hope and peace. 








will encourage many a pastor and Chris- 
tian worker. 


Studying Our Lord’s Parables. Second 
Series. By Robert C. McQuilkin. (Colum- 
bia Bible College, Columbia, S. C., 25 
cents.) . It will be welcome news to many 
to know. that another rich and satisfying 
study has come from the pen of this be- 
loved Bible teacher, who is able so deftly 
to make spiritual things not only clearly 
seen, but apprehended by the heart as well. 
A parable is said to be an “earthly story 
with a heavenly meaning,” and the mean- 
ing of these teaching stories is marvelously 
unfolded. This book, like the earlier one, 
contains a full list of the parables of our 
Lord, parable similes, and the parabolic 
sayings from the four Gospels, and it covers 
in detail the Parables of Service, Prayer, 


-and Stewardship. The arrangement is ad- 


mirable. Each chapter follows the plan of 
studying first the setting, then the story 
itself, then its spiritual message. Before 
each parable study is a little section of 
“Preparation,” and following each is a 
brief review in question form. These fea- 
tures will prove useful to the teacher, but 
they are meant as well for the thoughtful 
reader who desires to test his knowledge 


‘and understanding of the truths brought 


out. To many, however, there will come 
the greatest blessing in simply reading the 
book through as a devotional study that 
will truly warm the heart and enlighten 
the’ mind. 

In the Garden. By Albert Hughes, D.D. 
(American Theological Seminary, Henry 
Ave., Roxborough, Philadelphia, $1.) The 
gardens in Scripture make a special appeal 
to the imagination, and the messages in 
this book, which is particularly suitable 
to the Easter season, center around them. 
There is Gethsemane with its awful grief, 
quickly followed by the revealing of the 
glory in that same garden, as the sofdiers 
for a moment staggered backward and fell 
to the ground. There was a grave in an- 
other garden, a new rock-hewn tomb in 
a rich man’s grounds. Here in that same 
garden Mary wept, and here she first saw 
her risen Lord. Chapters following bring 
out other precious encouraging truths from 
the beautiful story of the two tired travelers 
on the way to Emmaus. The messages 
were originally given at summer confer- 
ences, and will be greatly enjoyed in the 
reading. There is aptness of expression, 
and brightness, warmth, and cheer. The 
printing and typographical arrangement are 
very attractive also. 


Light Out of Darkness. By Eleanor 
Ingle Pilson. Compiled by Sarah C. Peet. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.25.} 
One does not wonder that Dr. James M. 
Gray says in a personal letter to the com- 
piler of: this lovely little beok that he 


-“would like to place a copy in the hands 


of every young woman in the Institute.” 
It is a fitting memorial to a bright, beauti- 
ful life that was poured out freely and lov- 





——— * 
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ingly, a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, but given all simply and natu- 
rally, without heroics or ostentation. The 
book contains, after a foreword by R. F. 
Campbell, D.D., a biographical sketch, ten- 
der and understanding, of Eleanor Ingle 
Pilson, for eight years a fruitful mission- 
ary of the China Inland. Mission, then two 
papers written by Miss Pilson, and lastly 
a collection of her poems, real poems, not 
mere verse, as Dr. Gray aptly comments. 
Miss Pilson was a society reporter for a 
daily paper in Asheville, N. C., when she 
found Christ in a meeting conducted by 
May Blodgett. Immediately she made a 
complete surrender to -her Lord, and the 
following September entered Moody Bible 
Institute. A few months later she became 
a Student Volunteer. The simple, reason- 
able, unemotional character of her decision 
should be an enlightment and inspiration 
to other young people now at the cross- 
roads, When you have read this little 
volume you will have had a brief, but inti- 
mate, glimpse into a beautiful soul suffused 
by that inner light which only the Holy 
Spirit can give. Miss Pilson’s paper on 
the failure of Confucianism reveals a keen 
intellect and is a fine answer to the fallacy 
of Darwinism. 


Ministering to Boys and Girls. By A. B. 
Bunn van Ormer. (Lutheran Literary 
Board, Burlington, Iowa, $1.50.) As a 
help to pastors who are interested in a 
special ministry to the boys and girls of 
their flock this book is deserving of wide 
use. It is in two parts. In Part I the 
arguments for and against a “children’s 
sermon” at the Sunday morning service 
of worship are summed up, and a plan that 
has proved successful in more than one 
pastorate is suggested and explained. Psy- 
chological principles involved in this type 
of ministry are discussed, as well as peda- 
gogical procedures and suggestions that 
will make for efficiency. In Part II are 
thirty-three sermons preached by the author 
in his ministry to boys and girls. This is 
not a book based on theory alone, but a 
thoroughly practical book on this important 
phase of a minister’s work. 


> 

The Winding Road. By Walter Lind- 
berg. (Lutheran Literary Board, Burling- 
ton, Iowa, $1.75.) A foreword by Leander 
S. Keyser assures us that this “Autobiog- 
raphy in Story Form” is not fiction, The 
style is quite as vivid as fiction and affords 
easy reading. The trail described is surely 
a devious one from the landing of the im- 
migrant boy from Finland, through the 
“starving time” of the panic of ’93, to the 
realization after many hardships of a life- 
long ambition to become a singer, thence 
to a career on the stage, both as actor 
and as concert performer, and on to. the 
moment when God laid his hand upon the 
author’s life and demanded that it be dedi- 
cated to his service. Few men have had 
a more varied experience. He numbered 
among his intimates a blind beggar as his 
musical inspiration and instructor and a 
millionaire idler as his chum. - He saw 
life close up from the underground dive in 
New York’s Chinatown to the wild frontier 
of the Pacific Northwest. He came to 
America while her doors were still wide 
open, and opportunity was at its height to 
see Western life in the picturesque and 
rapidly changing aspect which marked the 
close of the last century and the begin- 
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ning of the present one. Here is a story 
of vivid interest most gratifying in its final 
issue, 


Selected Recreational Sports for Girls 
and Women. By Julia H. Post and Mabel 
J. Shirley, (A. S. Barnes and Co., Inc., 
New York, $2.) In these days of economic 
and social change increasing emphasis is 
being laid upon the value of training for 
the wise use of leisure. Obviously well- 
directed play is to be one important factor. 
This book is designed to fill a recognized 
need for definite suggestions to those whose 
business it is to teach and direct sports for 
women. Eight games are described here, 
these being selected because they require 
only a small space, a minimum of equip- 
ment, no officials, and can be engaged in 
by any number of players, the idea being 
also to present such sports as will prove 
interesting to continue after leaving school. 
Another outstanding characteristic is that 
most of them may even be engaged in by 
persons suffering from some _ handicap 
which debars them from the major sports. 
The games described are Deck Tennis, 
Horseshoe Pitching, Badminton, Table 
Tennis, Shuffleboard, Clock Golf, Paddle 
Tennis, and Tetherball. The book is the 
work of the directors of Physical Educa- 
tion at Winthrop College and at St. Olaf’s. 
It is well illustrated with photographs and 
diagrams, 


The Hieroglyphics of the Heavens, or 
the Enigma of the Ages. By Mrs. Bertha 
Carr-Harris. (Armac Press, Ltd., Toronto, 
$1.) To anyone who makes even a casual 








All About the Sunday School 


By Addie Marie French. (Christian 
Publications, Inc,, Harrisburg, Pa., $1.) 


HE school’s’ sessions, officers and 

teachers, course of study, departments, 
methods, pupils, and purpose are all dis- 
cussed. It seems impossible that this easily 
handled book of only 123 pages could be 
a compendium of such an extensive subject 
as the Sunday-school and its work. But 
such it is. It contains up-to-date methods 
and psychology, and, best of all, sound the- 
ology and true spirituality. In the eighteen 
chapters every important subject connected 
with the administration and conduct of 
the Sunday-school is covered in a concisely 
comprehensive manner. In them are “the 
contents of many volumes in digested and 
convenient form,” and the results of close, 
practical, day-by-day experience in Sun- 
day-school work. Eight of the chapters 
deal with the departmental work of the 
school, the Cradle Roll, Beginners, Pri- 
mary, Junior, Intermediate, Senior, Young 
People, Adult, and Home Departments. 
Although the benefits of the use of modern 
psychology and pedagogy are shown, and 
modern methods explained and recom- 
mended, yet the real purpose of the Sun- 
day-school to bring its members to a saving 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
constantly held before the reader, and in 
every chapter he is impressed with the fact 
that the work of “methods” is only to make 
clearer and more vivid the lessons, and that 
the Holy Spirit alone can apply the les- 
sons to the pupils and effect their convic- 
tion and conversion and growth in grace. 
This is most unusual in a modern book on 
Sunday-school work. 
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study of the heavens, it soon becomes evi- 
dent that the names given to many of the 
star groups, and by which they have been 
known for thousands of years, were not 
suggested by any resemblance of the star 
groupings to the figures whose names they 
bear. A more careful examination of the 
names of the constellations: reveals the 
astonishing fact that ancient peoples and 
savage tribes, widely separated and without 
access to each other, nevertheless knew 
of the stars in the same identical groupings, 
and thought of them as representing the 
same figures. 

Mrs. Carr-Harris has brought. together 
in a handy volume much of the information 
about the star groups originally prepared 
by Miss Frances Rolleston of Keswick, 
England, in 1863, in her work “Mazzaroth,” 
and which was preserved and plified 
by Dr. Seiss in his “Gospel in thé Stars,” 
in 1884. She shows the extreme antiquity 
of many of the names of the stars and of 
the star groups, and that our comparatively 
modern Greek names were clumsy attempts 
to twist the real meaning of the ancient 
names so that they would fit in with Greek 
mythology. From this wealth of informa- 
tion, she concludes that the Gospel was 
written in the heavens from time immemo- 
rial, when the patriarchs first gave to the 
stars their names that tell of the coming 
Redeemer who would be both the Slain 
Lamb and the Mighty Conqueror. Mrs, 
Carr-Harris’ book is profusely illustrated 
with charts and drawings of the star group- 
ings, which will be of valuable help. to 
anyone who wishes to become better ac- 
quainted with “God’s golden hieroglyphics.” 
A list of the constellations and of the prin- 
cipal stars giving their names and ancient 
meanings is also included. The informa- 
tion is presented in a clear and most at- 
tractive and readable manner. It will prove 
entertaining and instructive even to those 
who have delved little into this absorbing 
subject. 


Is the Bible True? By B. F. C. Atkin- 
son, Ph.D. (Thynne and Co., Ltd., Lon- 
don, Eng., two shillings sixpence. May be 
ordered through the Times Book Service, 
1723 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, $1, 
postpaid.) More and more questions are 
being raised about the old Book, and puz- 
zled Christians, especially young Christians, 
need all the heip they can get to enable 
them to combat the subtle unbelief they 
must meet in the schools and in thé litera- 
ture of the day. There are many strong, 
scholarly works given to the defense of 
Bible truth, but Dr. Atkinson has succeeded 
in making such a work so simple, attrac- 
tive, and practical that it is indeed “A 
spirited challenge for the youth of today.” 

From the first chapter to the last there 
is a warm spiritual note that cannot fail 
to inculcate a love for the Bible as well 
as faith in its verity. It is perhaps this 
that gives it an unusual appeal. Accurate, 
scholarly, and profound though it is, there 
is a bright, happy handling of an enor- 
mous amount of material. 

The first chapter, “Does it Matter 
Whether the Bible is True?” is an affirma- 
tive answer based on its contents, claims, 
power, and effect. This is followed by, 
“How the Bible Came to Us.” Most valu- 
able, clear, and reasonable, and certainly 
convincing are the chapters, “Is the Teach- 
ing of the Bible True?” “Is the History 


(Concluded on page 130) 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


February 24, 1934 








LESSON 10. MARCH 11. 


PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 13: 1-52; printed text: verses 31-33, 44-52 
Golden Text.— Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end.—lIsa. 9: 7 




















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Matt. 13 : 31-33, 44-52 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 13: Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The 
kingdom of Seaver is like to a grain of mustard seed, ‘which a man 
took, and sowed in his field: 

' 32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, 
it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds 
of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. 

33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven 
is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures 
of meal, till the whole was leavened. 


44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a 
field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy 
thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field. 

45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, 
seeking goodly pearls: 

46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and 
sold all that he had, and bought it. 

47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast 
into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 

48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and 
gathered the good into vessels, but cast.the bad away. 

49 So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come 
forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, 

“~s0 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

51 Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these things? 
They say unto him, Yea, Lord. ; 

52 Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which its 
instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that ts 
an ee which bringeth forth out of his treasure things 
new an 0. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Matt. 13:31 Another parable set he before them, saying, The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto a grain of mustard seed, which a 
man took, and sowed in his field: 32 which indeed is less than all 
seeds; but when it is grown, it is greater than the herbs, and be- 
eometh a tree, so that the birds of the heaven come -and lodge in the 
branches thereof. 

33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven 
is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three ? measures 
of meal, till it was all leavened. 


44 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a-treasure hidden in’ the 
field; which a man found, and hid; and *in his joy he goeth and 
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field. 

45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is a 
merchant seeking goodly pearls: 46 and having found one pearl of 
great price, he went and sold_all that he had, and bought it. - 

47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a ‘net, that was 
cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 48 which, when it 
was filled, they, drew up on the beach; and they sat down, and gath- 
ered the good into vessels, but the bad they cast away. 49 So shall 
it be in *the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and 
sever the wicked from among the righteous, 50 and shall cast them 
— Le furnace of fire: there shall be the weeping and the gnashing 
of teeth. 

51 Have ye understood all these things? They say unto him, 
Yea. 52 And he said unto them, Therefore every scribe who hath 
been made a disciple to the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man 
that is a householder, who bringeth forth out of his treasure things 
new and old 


2 The word in the Greek denotes the Hebrew seah, a measure 
containing nearly a peck and a half. *Or, for joy thereof. *Gr., 
drag-net. * Or, the consummation of the age. 

American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 







































The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C: McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


UR Lord’s parables were miracles 
QO of teaching. His parables of the 

Kingdom were also marvels of 
prophecy. We have studied in Matthew the 
teaching of the Kingdom (Chaps. 5, 6, 7), 
the miracles—which were parables in 
_action (Chaps. 8, 9), the commission to the 
ambassadors (Chap. 10), the response to 
the Kingdom preaching (Chaps. 11, 12); 
now follow the parables, revealing in hid- 
den ways the character of the Kingdom and 
its future. The parable teaching fell on 
ears dull of hearing; both foes and friends 
had views of the Kingdom in complete 
contrast to those the parables set forth. 
,What wrong views have we? The parables 
are for us also a light shining. in a dark 
place (2 Pet. 1:19), both to instruct us 
in our personal Christian life and service, 
and to reveal the mystery of the Kingdom 
in its present form and its future consum- 
mation. 


The Historical Setting 

The great first day of parable teaching 
was the notable “busy day”. (Matt. 12: 22 
to 13:52; Mark 3:20 to 5:20). Such 
days were doubtless the common order of 
our Lord’s ministry. It occurred prob- 
ably in the fall of A. D. 28, about a year 
after beginning the Galilean ministry. 












Verse by Verse 


Matthew 13:31, 32—THE MusTARD 
Seep. A grain of mustard seed, smallest 
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of the seeds they were accustomed to use, 
was a common symbol of smallness (Luke 
17:6); it was sown in a garden (Luke 
13:19), and grew to a height of ten or 
twelve feet, becoming a tree and giving 
shelter to birds, exceeding its own class of 
garden herbs (Mark 4: 32); thus the chief 
point of the illustration is the tiny seed 
contrasted with the striking and unusual 
growth. Some, because of the truth that 
in this present age Christendom will be- 
come apostate (2 Tim. 3: 1-13), interpret 
this as an unnatural and evil growth,. the 
professing Church sending out great 
branches that are not in God’s will, and 
giving shelter to ungodly nations, repre- 
sented by the birds. It is also true that 
in a striking and humanly unexpected way 
the Kingdom grew from a tiny beginning 
to vast proportions. This would appear the 
more natural interpretation, for there is 
no indication that the one seed brings forth 
a good tree changing to an evil tree; more- 
over, the growth need not refer to the 
apostate outward church, but to the true 
Kingdom. 

Verse 33.—THE LEAvEN. One interpre- 
tation sees in this parable the leaven of 
the Gospel spreading till -all the world is 
converted, the world getting better and 
better ; another sees in leaven an evil influ- 
ence extending, the world getting worse and 
worse till it is all bad. It is clear from the 
‘parable of the sower, the tares, and the 
drag-net, as well as from the whole message 
of Scripture, that neither of these intérpre- 
tations is correct. This age will end in 
a great apostasy — a turning-from God, not 
with a converted world (2 Thess. 2:3; 
Luke 17: 26-30; Matt. 24:29; 2 Tim. 2: 


I-13), and yet not with a total apostasy 
(1 Tim. 4:1). Because of this, and be- 
cause leaven everywhere else in Scripture 
is used as a symbol of corruption or evil 
(Exod. 12:15; Matt. 16:6; Luke 12:1; 
Gal. 5:9; 1 Cor. 5:6), many consider that 
here also leaven means evil. But one ob- 
ject may be a symbol of different things 
according as one or other quality of the 
object is used; a lion is used to symbolize 
Christ and Satan; gold may represent 
Nebuchadnezzar or the glory of Christ; a 
serpent is a symbol of wisdom or of sin; 
so leaven might be used to symbolize cor- 
ruption, cr in a different connection it might 
symbolize other qualities, such as its hid- 
den, silent working by contact. . While 
corrupt doctrine has spread in the Church 
from the beginning, the true doctrine has 
also prevailed. It is quite in keeping with 
a premillennial view of Christ’s. return to 
consider that this is a companion parable 
to the mustard seed, showing the intensive 
spread of the Kingdom message, spreading 
by silent personal contact, and affecting all 
the true children of the Kingdom, not con- 
verting the world, which “lieth in the evil 
one” (1 John 5:19; 4:4); however, the 
children of the Kingdom do affect the 
world. 

Verse 44—THE Hip Treasure. A man 
comes unexpectedly upon rich treasure 
buried in a field (a common practice in the 
East and in primitive conditions), buys. the 
field to obtain the treasure (the parable 
does not touch the ethical question of 
whether he is honest, though the finder 
might be considered best entitled to the 
treasure) ; so a man who finds the priceless 
treasure of the Kingdom, without searching 
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for it, counts all things loss that he may 
gain the treasure (Phil. 3:8). 

Verses 45, 46—Tue Peart or GREAT 
Prrce,. A companion parable, picturing one 
who is seeking the supreme good, and ends 
his search when he finds Christ, who com- 
pletely satisfies. Pearls in ancient times 
were the symbol of highest worth, as dia- 
monds are with us. The pearl of great 
price may be expressed as Christ, or the 
Kingdom of God, the Gospel, Salvation. 
There is no thought of purchasing salva- 
tion, but salvation in its beginning with the 
new birth and in its consummation must be 
viewed as the supreme thing, for which all 
else would be sacrificed. 

Verse 47.—Tue Drac-Ner. This par- 
able emphasizes the final separation of the 
saved and lost at the harvest, while the 
Tares lays stress on the mixed condition of 
evil and good during the whole period before 
the harvest. The bad fish means putrid, 
or spoiled, but includes all that are not 
usable. The furnace of fire is a figurative 
expression to indicate eternal torment (v. 
42; Rev. 20:10, 15); the wailing and 
gnashing of teeth indicate remorse and un- 
availing rage. 

Verse 51.—Have ye understood ... Yeu, 
Lord. They understood dimly, but never- 
theless they evidently did get the main point 
of. the parables of which they did not ask 
the meaning, which suggests that the sim- 
ple meaning is the correct one, 


Verse 52.—Every scribe . . . instructed 
unto the kingdom. The scribes were in- 
terpreters of the law, and the new King- 
dom is to have its interpreters. Bringeth 
forth out of his treasure things new and 


old, The new things Christ was revealing 


and would reveal (v. 17), the old things 
were already revealed, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

God’s thoughts about his Kingdom are 
not man’s thoughts. But God’s thoughts, 
carried out by our Lord, do satisfy the 
deepest heart longings of Spirit-led men. 
His Kingdom is a treasure of unsearchable 


‘riches beyond all we ever expected to see; 


it is a pearl whose beauty and glory far 
exceed the highest estimate we had of the 


‘precious gems we were seeking. And as 


it is personally satisfying in the highest 


degree, so the Kingdom is altogether suffi- 


cient in its program to conquer the world, 
though not in this present age, and eventually 
to bring it under the complete sway of 
Christ. The Jews were expecting an earthly 
kingdom. They were not mistaken in ex- 
pecting God’s Kingdom to come on earth; 
they were mistaken in expecting an earthy 
kingdom, in which they should reign with- 
out an inward heart change. The parables 
contradicted that view. The Kingdom must 
grow from a supernatural seed, bearing di- 
vine fruit. They were mistaken in sup- 
posing that Messiah would immediately set 
up his Kingdom and destroy all his ene- 
mies (Luke 19:11). The parables revealed 
that a long period of seed-sowing would 
take place, time for a spiritual progress be- 
fore the lightning-like return of the Lord 
(Luke 17:24). They call us to a victorious 
enduring of evil and of delays in the prog- 
ress of righteousness, patience in the pe- 
riods of slow growth, courage and joy in 
the certainty of triumph, and above all cail 
us to put God’s Kingdom first in our seek- 
ing, our service, our thinking, our enjoy- 
ment, and in all of our present fiving. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
10. March 11.—Parables of the Kingdom 
Matthew 13 : 1-52 
11, March 18.—Jesus Responds to Faith 
Matthew 13:53 to 16:12 
12. March 25.—Review. 


Second Quarter 
1. April 1.—Confessing and Following 
COGIBE . s cvieinsdsceccctes Matt. 16 : 13 to 17:27 


Or, 

The Risen Christ (Easter Lesson). John 20: 1-16 

2. April 8.—The Child and the Kingdom. 
Matt. 18 : 1-14; 19 : 13°15 

3. April 15.—Jesus Teaches Forgiveness 
Matt, 18 : 15-35 

4. April 22. —Our All for the Kingdom. 
Matt. 19 : 1-30 

5. April 29.—Christ’s Standard of Great- 
TICE cccepeccovesscvovpeccevecs Matt. 20 : 1-34 

6. May 6—Jesus Acclaimed as King. 
Matt. 21 : 1-46 








Lesson Outlines 
Gon’s Kincpom on. EartH 
1. Its spiritual character. 
2. Its supernatural growth. 
3. Its supreme worth. 


4. Its sure triumph, after its rejection 
by blinded Israel and by the children 
of the world; culminating in judgment 
and victory. 


CALL OF THE KINGDOM TO: 


1, Fruit-bearing, — from the Word re- 
ceived into good hearts. 2. Full surren- 
der, making the Kingdom supreme. 3. 
Steadfastness and patient enduring of 
labor and suffering. 4. Rejoicing in the 
Blessed Hope of victory at Christ’s re- 
turn, 5. Witnessing, sowing the seed, 
and warning of fearful judgment to come. 
6. Study and teaching, becoming true 
scribes of the Kingdom. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Parables, There are 35 parables in the 
Gospels, — 16 of them in Matthew, besides 
38 shorter similitudes that may be called 
parable-similes, — 34 of them in Matthew 
(including among these the parable of the 
householder bringing forth things new and 
old). In addition, 22 parabolic sayings 
may be noted. Rich blessings will come 
from the study of these matchless gems 
of the Master’s teaching. Principles to 
help students dig into the parables for 
themselves are set forth in the first series 
of “Studying Our Lord’s Parables” (is- 
sued by Columbia Bible College, Columbia, 
S. C., 25 cents a copy). 

Other Special Topics. Parable of the 
Sower (treated in the Times of January 
28, 1933). The Tares (see Lesson Ques- 
tions). Characteristics of Matthew (see 
Questions). Prophecy in the Parables and 
Fulfillments. . Kingdom, Present and 
Future (see Heart of the Lesson). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have we chosen the Pearl? have we 
found the Treasure? Or are we still sat- 
isfied with imitation pearls, and with earthly 
treasures? Let us accept Christ, entering 
the Kingdom by being born of the Spirit. 

Are we using the Treasure? are we valu- 
ing the Pearl? As the winning of eternal 
life is worth more than the world to us, 
so the pressing on in the Kingdom should 
engage our utmost attention and devotion. 
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Are we scribes in the Kingdom? We 
should study the parables and the prophe- 
sies, and become real interpreters of the 
Word of God. 


Plant the seed in every unreached mission 
field of the world, The Kingdom grows 
by personal contact. Spirit-filled mission- 
aries must go and tell the message, plant- 
ing the seed that has in it the supernatural 
power to grow. 


Despise not the day of small things 
(Zech, 4: 10). 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


It is given to us not to be, puzzled by 
the mysteries of the Kingdom, but to under- 
stand them (Matt. 13:11). 


What light would break forth if the 
Church of Christ came unitedly to him and 
said, “Explain unto us.” 


Our Lord has given us an answer to the 
persistent “Why” so much suffering and 
injustice and evil in the world: “An enemy 
hath done this.” 


A parable is “an earthly story with a 
heavenly meaning,” and all of earth’s ob- 
jects and experiences should hold for us 
heavenly meanings, 


It is commonplace to say that Christ and 
his salvation is the Pearl of great price, 
but to possess the Pearl is to transfigure 
all the commonplaces of daily living with 
the beauty of precious gems. 


Cleopatra owned the two largest pearls 
of antiquity, valued at four or five mil- 
lions each, but her seeking was not for 
the true Pearl, How hardly shall they that 
glory in earthly treasures and earthly 
jewels enter the Kingdom! 


The Kingdom is here now in one mani- 
festation, but the whole Church constantly 
bears testimony to the future coming. of the 
Kingdom when it prays: “Thy kingdom 
come ... in earth, as it is in heaven.” 


Cotumsra, S. C. 
+4 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their 
variety, stimulus, and searching character. 
They are written by three members of 
The Sunday School Times _ staff,— Mr. 
McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. 
Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as given on a latef page of 
this issue? 


N THE seven mysteries of the Kingdom 
described here, two special activities of the 
Devil are mentioned; what are they? 


2. When our Lord said, “It is given to you 
to know the mysteries of the kingdom o 
heaven,” what did he mean by “mysteries” ? 


3- Into what two general divisions may the 
parables of Matthew’s thirteenth chapter be 
classed ? 


4. What repeated phrase of our Lord’s in- 
troduces many of these parables and states 
the central theme of them all? 


5. What solemn warning is repeated some 
four times in this group of parables? 


6. Can you mention five characteristics of 
Matthew’s Gospel that are evident in the thir- 
teenth chapter ? 


7. Does the parable of the tares mean that 
good men and evil men will be in the church, 
and that there should not be church discipline, 
excluding wicked men? 


8. Do you think the spiritual meaning of a 
parable is as plain and simple as the earthly 
story? What is one of the great principles 
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that helps in understanding. parables, and what 
is one of the greatest sources of misunder- 
standing ? 

9. Did Christ desire to hide truth from the 
people ‘e giving them the parables? (Matt. 
333.33.) 

10. What parables prove that the present 
preaching of the Gospel will not result in the 
conversion of the world before Christ returns? 


Answers fo. the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


“ 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advamce of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
- that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

Size Not Always Strength.—The king- 
dom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard 
(Matt. 13:31). ‘A Japanese visitor to New 
York City remarked that he thought the 
policemen were too heavy to be effective. 
He weighed only 110 pounds, but every 
pound had been developed. He stepped 
into police headquarters and astonished the 
picked athletes of the force. With bare 
hands he overcame with ease their very 
best men. Let small men and small enter- 
prises take heart. Size is not the measure of 
strength—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by Frederick Heldner, New Richmond, Ohio, 


Offering All They Possess.—W ent and 
sold all that he had, and bought it (v. 46). 
There is much that is inspiring, as it is 
pathetic, in the advertisement of a laborer 
and his wife in a small Michigan town 
seeking news of a vanished daughter. This 
humble couple offer to give “all they pos- 
sess” for news leading to the recovery of 
the lost child. As an earnest of good faith, 
they append an inventory of their entire 
possessions. It is not a long list: a cot- 
tage home and furniture worth $1,400 and 
paid for out of a lifetime’s earnings; $200 
in the bank, the father’s silver watch and 
the mother’s wedding ring. For the resto- 
ration to their arms of the loved daugh- 
ter, they will gladly surrender all. Home- 
less and penniless they will cheerfully start 
life all over again. For love, this laborer 
and his wife find no material price too 
great to pay, no sacrifice worth counting. 
They are like the wise man in the parable, 
glad to sell all that he had in order to buy 
the pearl of great price—From the Ex- 
positor. Sent by Mamie D. Smith, Peters- 
burg, Va. Prise illustration. 


A Tragic Death-Bed.—And shall cast 
them into the furnace of fire (v. 50). A 
young woman, dying, said to her father, 
“Father, why did you not .tell me there 
was such a place?” “What place?” “A 
hell!” He said, “Jenny, there is no such 
place. God is merciful. . There will be 
no future suffering!” She said, “I know 
better! My feet are slipping into it at this 
moment. I am lost:. Why did you not tell 
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me there was such a place ?”—From Evan- 
gelistic Cyclopedia, by Hallock. Sent by 
Maggie Elizabeth Evans, Britton, Tex. 


The Risks of False Peace.—Of the in- 
crease of his government and peace there 
shall be no end (Golden Text). “The risks 
of peace,” is the expression used by. Mr. 
Ramsay McDonald at Geneva in his address 
to the League of Nations. We must take 
the risks of peace, said he. Now, in Pal- 
estine, his government . . . had taken the 
risks of peace by disarming almost com- 
pletely. As the guarantee of peace in Pal- 
estine, they had trusted to their moral 
suasion and the surface appearance of calm, 
instead of the presence of armed forces. 
But alas! the risks of peace proved too 
great, and an outburst of violence ensued. 
... Thus has ended one tragic human peace 
experiment.—From The Sunday School 
Times. By Christabel Pankhurst. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Into All the World.—Of ‘the increase of 
his government and peace there shall be no 
end (Golden Text). At the annual meet- 
ing of the Bible Society, the. late Dan 
Crawford said: “We have a Bantu proverb 
that says, ‘You can count the number of 
apples on a tree; but you cannot count the 
number of trees in one apple.’ I was work- 
ing away at a difficult translation, and the 
Devil came to me and said, ‘Drop it; it 
is not iranslatable. I thought a while, 
then went back to it, and my Bible opened 
at Daniel 7: 14, ‘And there was given him 
... that all . . . languages, should serve 
him.’ We have 440 translations. That is 
not enough. I went on, and succeeded.” 
Men of every language and tribe “shall 
come from the east, and from the west, 
and from the north, and from the south, 
and shall sit down in the kingdom of God” 
(Luke 13: 29).—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by A. E. Elliott, Hopeville, 
Ont., Can. 


A Government That Meets Its Pledges. 
—Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end (Golden Text). 
It is not so easy to deal in gold as it used 
to be! In one of his powerful sermons 
many years ago Spurgeon said: “If you 
take a Bank of England note to the counter 
of the bank, in an instant that bit of paper 
turns to gold. If we take a promise of 
God to the mercy seat, it turns to what is 
better than gold—to our own good and 
the glory of the Father.”. The banking 
illustration was true in Spurgeon’s day, 
and wes true a few years ago, but it is 
not true today. Both Britain and the 
United States are “off the gold standard,” 
and they no longer stand ready to redeem 
their obligations in gold. This change in 
finances is an impressive reminder of the 
fact that the strongest of human govern- 
ments, and the most sincere of human 
promises, may fail to carry through what 
was intended. But the second half of 
Spurgeon’s statement is as true today as 
when he first spoke the words; it was true 
millenniums before Spurgeon was born, and 
it will be true through all eternity. Gold 
standards may come and go, but there is 
One who is “the same yesterday, and to 
day, and for ever,” and therefore “all the 
promises of God in him are yea, and in him 
Amen, unto the glory of God by us” (2 
Cor. 1:20)—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Ruth B. McDowell, 
Mooers, N. Y. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MaterRIAL: A loaf of bread. 











ELL the children how the baker took 
flour and salt, sugar and milk, mixed 
them together with a little shortening, and 
then “hid” two cakes of yeast (“leaven”) 
in it, and how it has leavened the whole 
lump, until it has raised. 
Christ likened the Kingdom of Heaven 


_to leaven which a woman took and hid 


in thrée measures of meal. What hap- 
pened? Just what has happened here. It 
leavened the whole lump. If the baker had 
left this bread unbaked, sooner or later 
the whole mass would have become sour 
and spoiled, and fit only to be thrown away. 
But when it is baked, the fire kills the 
leaven so it can work no more, and the 
bread remains sweet and good for food. 
Leaven, in the Bible, is always used in an 
evil sense. In the Old Testament, you will! 
remember how -the Jews were: forbidden 


“to use leavened bread in their offerings, 


or to eat it during the feasts. In the New 
Testament, Christ speaks of the léaven of 
the Pharisees, their false doctrines. 

Today it is easy to see the fulfillment 
of this parable, with false teachings per- 
meating all our great denominations, and 
hidden in the heart of some one in almost 
every gathering of believers. The King- 
dom has grown to great dimensions, out- 
wardly. magnificent, but God sees the hid- 
den leaven, leavening the whole lump, and 
in his great mercy will soon try it in the 
fire of judgment, destroying the leaven, 
and saving the wheat. 

Mopesto, CAL. 


The Busy Men's: Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Divine Way.—Another parable 
spake he unto them (Matt. 13:33). The 
most unattractive books and articles to 
read are those which are all argument, 
analysis, preachment, and_hair-splitting, 
with few or no narratives, and with but 
little or no happy metaphors. Up yonder 
on the top shelves of my bookcases are 
whole rows of such stuff. Those books 
are only touched twice a year at “house- 
cleaning” ! 

The Gospels have always been the most 
delightful of all reading, and the Book 
is the perennial “Best Seller,” largely be- 
cause the Lord Jesus illustrated, ornated, 
and illuminated his ministry as no other 
speaker before or since. 

We have here in our lesson, and asso- 
ciated passages, a few samples as gathered 
together by Matthew. 

I belong to an organization which in one 
of its departments has some thirty young 
women, mostly. Irish girls and Roman Cath- 
olics. Just for fun, without consulting 
them, I formed them into “The League 
Ladies Bible Class of Rock Run Sunday 
School.” This was in 1931. 

Hence it was with the first Christmas 
they all got the regular Rock Run box 
of candy. Also a copy of the Gospel of 
John, with a letter from me. Once a week 
they were to read the first fifteen verses 
of chapter fourteen. If they came to 


] 


Lesson for March 11 


Coatesville on a Sunday they were to come 
to Rock Run and “help us with the sing- 
ing.” In 1932 they got the candy and the 
‘Psalms, with the twenty-third to read. 
In 1933, the Book of Proverbs and chapter 
31, and a chapter for every day of the 
month to read. 

You never have seen thirty more’ pleased 
young women. One young girl we will 
call “Kitty” came to me and said, after 
getting the Book of John, “Oh, Mr. Ridg- 
way, how can I thank you enough for the 
little book? What beautiful things about 
the Saviour! I’ve read it through time 
after time.” “Do you mean to say, Kitty, 
you have never read or even heard. of the 
water turned into wine, the woman at the 
well, the curing of the blind man, the story 
of Lazarus and Mary and Martha, and all 
the lovely stories Jesus told? Do you live 
with your father and mother?” 

“Oh, no. My parents are in Ireland. I 
live with a sister. I have only been in this 
country a little while.” 

And it was thus the stories so familiar 
to us gripped and fascinated the little Irish 
girl who got them for the first time. Kitty 
and her twenty-nine associates now are get- 
ting the story—and I, why, you ought to 
see the smiles I get as Superintendent of 
the L. L. B. C. of R. R. S. S. when I go 
into their room about once a week. 

I expect I may have told how, when Dr. 
F. B. Meyer, over eighty, was in this 
country shortly before his translation, he 
said this at Great Valley Church: “I am 
an old man, but I have not reached my last 
star. I am still in the Milky Way.” I 
have forgotten his address, or even its 
theme, although we all cried “Wonderful !” 
But I haven’t forgotten his “parable.” And 
this is why Jesus spoke in parables (Matt. 
13: 34, 35; Prov. 25:11). 


The Gem Dealer.—The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking 
goodly pearls (v. 45). At the time of writ- 
ing this note almost every woman and girl 
you see, from shop and mill girl to the 
“upper crust” and near “upper crust,” has 
a string of “pearls” around her neck and 
frequently “pearls” in her ears. But these 
are not “goodly: pearls.” 

A very wealthy woman in New York had 
a string of “goodly pearls” of great value 
stolen from her. “Serves me right,’ she 
said. “I had no business wearing them 
when I can get imitations so good no cne 
but the best experts can tell the dif- 
ference.” 

In Jesus’ day the only pearls known were 
ae real ones, and among those in greatest 
request were the “goodly” ones. Perfect 
spheres and perfect color. The pearl I got 
for a present in a scarf pin is a real pearl, 
but it is not a “goodly” one... It is flat on 
one side. That is why it was worked into 
a stick pin instead of gracing the beautiful 
neck of some fair lady. My pearl pin is 
like some of us, only our good side shows! 

There is something beautiful and attrac- 
tive about the pearl. ‘That is why the girls 
wear them—and why God uses them for 
gates of the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21: 21). 
I like to go into the great jewelry stores 
where they have cases filled with “goodly 
pearls” and drink in their delicate and ex- 
quisite beauty. The salesman behind the 
cases always seems glad to show them, 
even when you tell him you are not a pros- 
pect. I usually tell him I am like Diogenes 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


when he went through the fair, and who 
said, “Thank ‘the gods there are so many 
things in the world for which Diogenes 
has no use,” 

Jesus is telling us the Kingdom of 
Heaven is like one of these great gem mer- 
chants finding a specially choice specimen 
and, true to his calling, emptiés his purse 
to possess it. This is the true collector 
spirit that makes him the great merchant. 
He gets a thrill from his find.. When a 
man discovers that Kingdom of Heaven 
which Jesus came to reveal, that blessed 
place where. gems are the foundation stones 
of its walls and the gates great pearls, he 
has the same thrill as the gem collector, 
and I have heard him shout for joy and 
cry from pure happiness. (Rev. 21: 18-20.) 


Antiques.—The kingdom of heaven is 
like unto... an householder, which bring- 
eth forth out of his treasure things new 
and old (v. 52). One of my friends who 
had visited in a home where the woman 
of the house was “antique crazy” said to 
me, “Bill, if the Latimers invite you for 
a week-end, take my advice and don’t go. 
There is not a comfortable chair to sit in, 
an easy couch to lounge on, and the big 
four poster bed was so high I was awalce 
all night for fear I might roll out and 
break my back. My room had an ancient 
wash bowl and pitcher, and the looking 
glass was so wavy and clouded I could 
scarcely see to shave. There is little in 
the house that is really beautiful, just 
‘antiques.’ Never again!” 

Jesus is telling us that the Kingdom of 
Heaven is NOT like that home filled with 
the stuff that made our forefathers old- 


Beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees Formalism 
Sadduceespwhich is{Unbelief 
Herodians} 
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looking and bewhiskered before they were 
sixty! The Kingdom of Heaven is a place 
of comfort, like your home and mine. We 
can bring out “treasures” old and new. 
Over there on my mantel is a set of can- 
delabra that has been in the family over 
two hundred years, with the fire gilt as 
bright as when new and the crystals just 
as clear. 

As I sit and admire them I am deep in 
a big downy chair, new only a few years 
ago. - Over there is a settee and two chairs 
Mother -had ‘when she married in 1850. 
Originally covered with black hair cloth. 
Fifty years ago she gave them to one of 
her maids when the “girl” married. So 
slippery folks couldn’t stick on them. I 
bought them later and had them done up 
and covered with fabric. But we never 
sit on them, 

We take to the Narraganset rocktrs and 
fireside chairs, and are comfortable, and 
grow old gracefully and beautifully! We 
have other lovely old things. Two lamps 
of Parian Globes on old baronial candle- 
sticks. But when we really want to see 
we flip on the new. up-to-date lamps. 

Jesus would tell us the Kingdom of 
Heaven is both beautiful and comfortable. 
Yes, Heaven is homey! “In my Father’s 
house are many mansions” —not palaces 
— “mansions.” You are going to find the 
“prepared place” cozy, comfortable, and 
pleasing, with “things” new and old. 
Dressed like a bride. Let’s see, how does 
it go, “Something old. and something new, 
something borrowed and something blue.” 
Now find these, John 14:2, 3; Rev. 21: 2. 


CoATESVILLE, Pa, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Planting “the Word of the Kingdom.”, 

1. A story the Lord Jesus told, 

2. “The word of the kingdom.” 

3. “The wicked one” who tries to take 
away the seed. 

4. Asking for “good ground” that will 
bring forth much “fruit.” 











HE Lord Jesus often told wonderful 

stories to the people when he was here 
on earth. I am going to read one of them 
today. It is a true story, and is about you! 
(Read Matt. 13: 1-8.) 

All the stories the Lord Jesus told have 
meanings hidden in them. He tells us what 
this one means in verses 18-23. What is 
“the word of the kingdom”? (v. 19.) It 
is the Good News that, though because of 
sin we could never get to Heaven ourselves, 
the Lord Jesus loved us so much that he 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 








PARABLES OF THE KING DOMY 
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took the punishment of our sin when he 
was crucified, 
He died that we might ‘be forgiven, 
He died to make us good, 
That we might go at last to Heaven, 
Saved by His precious blood. 
How often we have all heard this Good 
News! Do we understand that it was for 
each one of us that the Lord Jesus died? 

In this story the Lord Jesus tells us 
that he is the Sower, and the seed which 
he sows is the Good News we have just 
been talking about. Where does he plant 
the seed? Yes, in our hearts. I wonder 
what kind of heart yours is! 

In this lesson we have a good oppor- 
tunity of impressing upon the children that 
the Devil is a real being. The word Satan 
means enemy, and fifty-two times the Devil 
is called Satan in the Bible. He is a mur- 
derer, fierce and cruel. He is a liar, and 
was the first one to cast doubt on God’s 
Word (Gen. 3:1). Here the Lord Jesus 
speaks of him as “the wicked one” (v. 19). 

This enemy is in our Sunday-school to- 
day, and he tries to take away the good 
seed the heavenly Sower is planting in your 
hearts through my words, by making you 
talk and fidget, and think of other things. 
Will you not ask the Lord Jesus today to 
make your heart like the one we read of 
in verse 23? 

The Lord Jesus tells us the seed planted 
in that heart brings forth much “fruit.” 
Have you ever planted a seed? How im- 
possible it was for you to make it grow! 
Only God can do that! He uses the win- 
ter and summer, heat and cold to make the 
little plant grow strong and beautiful. See 
what he has promised in our Memory 
Verse (Gen. 8:22). 

Point out what a solemn verse this is, 
for it reminds us that harvest always. fol- 
lows seedtime. When the time of harvest 
comes, what sort of fruit will be found 
growing in our hearts? 


Expression Work 


On the blackboard draw four hearts in 
which seeds of Good News have- been 
planted. From the first, birds called Wan- 
dering Thoughts are stealing the seed; the 
second heart is full of “Don’t care” stones; 
in the third the seed is choked with thorny 
Self bushes; but in the fourth heart a tree 
is growing, laden with fruit (Gal. 5: 22, 
23) which hangs outside the heart, and can 
be seen by others. 


Yorxr, Enc. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
thank thee for the many parables by which 
we are invited to study and to receive great 
truths which the Lord Jesus gave to those who 
would hear. Help us in these days to make 
application of these truths to the life which 
we live, and may we faithfully follow that which 
belongs to our day. May we rejoice in the 
progress of the Gospel and do our part to spread 
it as far as may be, helping to call out a 
people who shall be the Lord’s people. May we 
not be of the world, even though we are in 
it, and through all the surroundings in which 
we live, may we see straight through to a 
vision of the Lord Jesus Christ, our Saviour, 
that we may follow him with faithfulness. We 
ask it in his dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There are seven par- 
ables set forth in the thirteenth chapter of 
Matthew. Our Lord used this method of 
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teaching when he wished to give willing 
hearers the deep truths that he would have 
them receive, and to set others on the search 
for truth which they would not at first 
understand. The Lord speaks of these par- 
ables as mysteries of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. They tell of the work of the 
Gospel -in this world during the age in 
which we live. Dr. Scofield in the Sco- 
field Reference Bible says, “A mystery in 
Scripture is a previously hidden truth now 
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divinely revealed, but in which a_ super- 
natural element still remains despite the 
revelation.” How wonderfully things new 
and old are brought out of the treasury 
of those who teach truly the Word of God! 
Every one of these parables makes a rich 
lesson all by itself; gathered together they 
do give us pictures of the Kingdom. Let 
ws, in our Bible study, quietly dwell upon 
each one, seeking to grasp more fully its 
deep meaning, and to do what we may to 
spread the Gospel which is thus at work 
in the world, Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The King and His Kingdom 
X. Kingdom Stories Told by the King. 


1. Seed Sowing. 2. Weed Growing. 3, 
Seed Growing. 4. Bread Making. 5. Hid- 
den Treasure. 6. Goodly Pearls. 7. The 
Drag-Net. 8. The Householder. 











OW, which: ones of these eight short 

stories, told by the King himself, will 
interest your girls most? Which ones do 
they know well enough to tell to you? 
Try them out on this second question, giv- 
ing only the suggestive titles (above). 
These have all been selected here to bring 
these homely little stories of the everyday 
life of the times of the King into the 
phraseology of our everyday living —to 
preserve the atmosphere of the utter sim- 
plicity they must have had for their first 
hearers, 

Help your girls to visualize this King 
as the Master Story-teller —as in truth he 
was and still is— with the crowding peo- 
ple so eager to hear every word that fell 
from his lips that he had to tell some of 
these very stories from a little boat, while 
they thronged the shore of the blue Lake 
Galilee to its very water’s edge. Help 
them to realize the fearlessness of this 
divine Story-teller who did not hesitate 
to tell just the story that would “fit” cer- 
tain ones of his listeners and help them to 
see the truth and live it, if only they would 
let the truth have its way within them. And 
yet, help them also to feel the warm and 
pulsing love that throbbed through these 
little “earthly stories with heavenly mean- 
ings,” and to note the King’s own explana- 
tion of certain of them, to his disciples, 
thereby revealing just the heart of them 
he wants us all to get, and giving us an 
unerring guide as to how to interpret them 
all (Matt. 13: 10-23 and 36-43). 

Notice the change of scene in verse 36, 
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--where the audience must have become 


smaller and, being of his disciples only, the 
better prepared for stories five through 
eight. It seems evident that our Lord’s 


.explanation ofthe first one was made after 


they withdrew “into the house,” rather than 
immediately in the hearing of the multitude 
on the shore. (Whose house? Peter’s?) 
When your girls have caught the setting 
and then have heard these brief bits of 
stories told, one after another, - without 
comment, ask them (1) what central teach- 
ing they have’ caught from them all, as 
a group; and (2) what special emphasis 
was given each one in this general truth? 
Read carefully with them the King’s own 
explanation of the first and second parables, 
as the surest way to learn to understand all 
of them. So you can’ make ‘this study of 
the Kingdom parables contribute both a 
vivid addition to your girls’ conception of 
the King himself and a clearer grasp of 
the nature of the Kingdom of -Heaven. 


Home Study 


Memorize at least three of these little 
one-verse stories: Matthew 13:33, 44, 45, 
46. Gems of truth you will thereby pre- 
serve for yourself for all time. 


Decatur, GA. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Mystery. 

Discussion: Show how the common things 
of nature, with which we deal every day, 
have mysteries and secrets not yet ex- 
plored by science, yet are essential to our 
well being. Edison said just before his 
death, “We know comparatively little 
about electricity.” 

‘Objective: “Accept God’s Word without 
question. 











AY, fellows, why is it that you like 
a mystery? Why is it you are fas- 
cinated by a mystery? Let me tell you it 
is just because God made you that way. 
You cannot help it. That is why you love 
a detective story; that is why you like to 


‘work a puzzle. You enjoy the thrill of 


discovering something that is hidden, some- 
thing out of the commonplace, something 
beside the obvious. In this thirteenth chap- 


‘ter of Matthew our Lord presents seven 


mysteries to help us realize that the King- 
dom of Heaven is not commonplace, not 
trivial; but very unusual; very wonderful, 
and very mysterious. Much of its mystery 


‘lies in the fact that it is an invisible King- 


dom. We cannot see it; ‘hear it, feel it, 


‘taste it as we do the ordinary things of 


life; but it is very real, very present, and 
very permanent. In fact, it is eternal, That 
which we see, hear, feel, and taste - with 
our physical senses is not permanent. It 
will all perish; it is only transient. 

You. have a soul. It is also invisible and 
immortal. It.will live on and on through 
eternity, after your flesh and bones have 
turned back to dust. The Lord Jesus 
Christ, who created you -(see John 1: 3, 
4), has in his great love provided. a way 
for you to enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, even now while your soul is clothed 
with flesh. Indeed, it is very important 
that. you enter while you are in the flesh, 
for there will be no chance afterward. So 
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you want to make sure of ‘that connection 
now. The gladdest thing that.can happen 
to a fellow is to become conscious of the 
fact he is in the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
that the Kingdom of Heaven is in him. 
Both of these are possible. 

But it. is all a mystery. It is in the 
realm of the supernatural, and we are 
naturally suspicious or skeptical of any- 
thing we cannot see, hear, taste, or touch 
with our physical senses. 

Now, fellows, here is what I want you to 
get. While there are many mysteries in 
God’s Word, none of them need bother 
us. Some of them are not explained, but 
God’s Word tells us how to deal with them; 
that is, to accept them. It is vastly more 
important to know how to deal with a 
mystery than it is to understand it. We 
have learned that much in physical life. 
Take, for instance, a grain of wheat. There 
is a mystery. When the wheat is buried 
in the ground a germ of life in it, under 
the influence of moisture and the warmth 
of the sun, it sends up a tiny shoot which 
grows into a stalk and reproduces itself 
in many times more wheat. There is a 
mystery which the scientists of all ages 
have been unable to solve. One would be 
very foolish to refuse to eat the nourishing 
bread because he could not understand the 
mystery, wouldn’t he? We are told to eat 
it, and we do. What happens? Our hun- 
ger is satisfied; we are nourished; we feel 
and know that strength and renewed life 
have come into us. 

So it is with the wonderful statements 
of God’s Word. They are mysterious, and 
we cannot understand; but we. are told 
what to do about it. Believe it. Accept 
it. In a certain sense, eat it. .We do; and 
we feel and know that strength and renewed 
life have come into us. 

That is .why it is better to know how 
to deal with a thing than to understand it. 
In rightly dealing with it, I get its bless- 
ing. Understanding the mystery of it would 
never bring that to me. I must appropri- 
ate it. 


Greensporo, N. C. - 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for March 11) 


1. He sows bad seed, which springs up as 
tares (v. 39), and he “catches away” the good 
seed which was sown in the heart (v. 19). 


2. “A ‘mystery’ in Scripture is a previously 
hidden truth, now divinely revealed, but in 
which a supernatural element still remains 
despite the revelation” (Scofield). 


3. The first four center around hidden proc- 
esses of- nature, though man has a hand in 
each ‘instance: scattering seed, planting the 
field, the sowing of the mustard seed, and mix- 
ing the leaven in the meal. The next three 
are analogies drawn from man’s independent 
activities: buying a field, buying a pearl, fish- 
ing with a drag-net. 

4. Note “the kingdom of heaven is like,’ 
or “likened,” with “the word of the kingdom” 
used similarly in the first parable, all the 
parables being parts of “the mysteries of the 
kingdom” (13: 11). 

5. The warning to take heed to hear, and 
how to hear our divine Teacher’s words (13: 
9, 13-15, 16, 43). 

6. Grouping of topics, as the parables. Par- 
ables of the Kingdom of Heaven. From the 
Jewish point of view. Parables teaching a ful- 
fillment of Old Testament prophecy. The note 
of rejection. 

7. The parable of the tares has no direct 
bearing on church discipline, since the central 
message is that good and evil will be mixed 
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**I’m not saying a word 
against our mother 


but why doesn’t 
she get us 
PETTIJOHN’S?” 


Menfolks, young and old, long 
for a different cereal. And 
Pettijohn’s is different. Fla- 
vory, golden flakes of real 
whole wheat! Cooks, mind 
you, in 3 to 5 minutes! 





ES SIR! The women keep on serving the 

same old breakfast until one fine day the 
menfolks’ll say: “Either we get a different 
cereal around this house or else!’’ 

Don’t let this happen! Fend off revolution 
with Pettijohn’s— the only hot cereal that’s 
really different. Pettijohn’s is real whole 
wheat. To make it, the firm, golden entire 
wheat kernels are flaked instead of ground. 
That’s why Pettijohn’s is never mushy. Why 
it has that crisp, luscious ‘“cracked-wheat” 
texture. Why it cooks in 3 to 5 minutes. In 
addition, Pettijohn’s brings you bran as Na- 
ture intended you to eat it. With the rest of 
the whole wheat berry. 

If you believe in real whole wheat, if you 
long for a change at break- 
fast, get Pettijohn’s today. 


"mace 2: 


- ITTILOHN 
Pettijohnis Vout 
Rolled Wheat with aceon 
All the Bran annus He 8 
Product of The Quaker Oats 2S ty 9105 " mr 
Company . 
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Like a good friend, an OXFORD BIBLE The Standard 

ij will stand the test of service—year in for over 
and year out. Printed on good, sturdy 250 years 
paper from clear, readable type and durably bound, every. 
OXFORD BIBLE is aninvestment in Bible economy and 
Satisfaction. Atall booksellers orthe publishers. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
every year 614 Fifth Avenue, New York 


£,000,000 
sold 








TEACHERS’ BIBLES 


AT PRICES HERETOFORE UNKNOWN 
A TEACHERS’ BIBLE FOR $2.50 


A Beautiful Bible Bound in Genuine 
Leather, Gold Edges 


A Bible You Will Be Proud Of 
SPECIAL FEATURES 
BOURGEOIS PRONOUNCING TYPE 


To make the system of pronunciation as 
thorough ‘as possible, every syllable of 
the Proper Names is indicated and every 
vowel is diacritically marked, 


60,000 CENTER COLUMN REFERENCES 


Which point out parallel passages 
throughout the Bible, making it possible 
to locate other passages on the same 
subject for comparison. 


250 PAGES OF COMBINED CONCORDANCE 
In one alphabetical list the complete 
Concordance, Subject-Index, Scripture 
Proper Names, Obsolete and Ambiguous 





oe Christ. Life and work of Christ from 
Scripture texts. 


MAPS OF THE HOLY LAND 
Carefully revised and beautifully colored. 





* pRONOUNCING — * words. Names, Titles and Offices of 





A type you can read 


UT a certain man named An-&-| “““*“ |unclean spirits: and they were 
ni-tis, with Sap-phi-ra his wife, healed every one. 


sold a io: 6 « | 17 9 *Then the high priest rose 
2 And kept Gaok sare of the pri cis: up, and all they high ven with 


his wife also being privy ¢o_2#, “and |° cn. « 37. him, (which is the sect of the Sad+ 





New York City 


CH. www we www te 0 SR. wc 





aa — to your Bookstore or H Please send me . . . . . copies NELSON 
enominational House or to . TEACHERS’ B1BLE No. 250 for which I en- 
g close $2.50 each. 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS ¢ ,.,... 00.0 .....0.. 000 ee 
381 Fourth Avenue i Address ... 
: 
J 








February 24, 1934 


im the world until the end. It is the duty 
of the church to separate wicked men’ from 
its Communion (1 Cor. 5: 13). 


8. A parable is intended to teach one great 
central truth, and this truth is as clear and 
definite as the central point of the earthly 
story. Confusion is caused if we try to seek 
obscure meanings that are not related to the 
one central truth. 


9. The parables hid truth, and revealed it. 
Christ’s desire was that all should understand, 
but the Pe mace people had hardened their 
hearts and closed their ears. Parables stimu- 
late searching for the truth. 


16. Tares and Drag-Net, and indirectly the 
Sower. 








With Dr. Kyle at an 
Old Fortress 
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poet, ‘As an owl in the desert.’ I recall 
a night at Wady Feiran, Rephidim, in 
1892, sitting by the camp fire in the gloom 
and listening to two owls answering each 
other. _The cook, a son of the desert, 
pointed to them and said, sitt (‘lady’) and 
khawadjah (‘gentleman’). In the solitari- 
ness of the place, in the gloom of the night, 
the mournful tones of these bird lovers 
crooning to each other gave a most roman- 
tic touch to the words, ‘As an owl in the 
desert.’ ” 

The Times welcomes as its new Arche- 
ological Editor Dr. James L. Kelso, a close 
associate of Dr. Kyle and Professor at 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary. The first ar- 
ticle from his pen will be published in an 
early issue of the Times. He accompanied 
Dr. Kyle in many of the campaigns at 
Kirjath-sepher, and he appears as a mem- 
ber of the staff in several of the many 
fine photographs illustrating this volume. 
Dr. Kelso will keep Tres readers in- 
formed of the latest developments in the 
field of archeology, and will explain the 
significance. of the finds in the light of 
the Bible, 

The last of the ten chapters in Dr. Kyle’s 
book is “The Summary of Results,” just 
the sort of concluding section that . the 
careful student would hope to find in the 
author’s own words. It contains fourteen 
“historical parallels,” showing how the finds 
at Kirjath-sepher corroborate not only the. 
brief mention of that city, but many other 
Bible records as well. 

This is more than a valuable reference 
book: it is a readable and entertaining story 
of recent exploration in the Land of the 
Book. It carries the reader back in imag- 
ination to Old Testament times, sets be- 
fore him glowing pictures of Palestine to- 
day, and at the same time strengthens his 
faith in the Bible as the inspired Word of 
God. 

we 


What Is the Secret of Success 
in This Large School ? 


(Continued from page 119) 


tor of the church is convinced that only 
in the degree that a church is a missionary 
church can it expect to grow itself. That 
this is a true principle is evidenced by the 
experience of this school. “Hilarious giv- 
ing” is characteristic of its members, from 
the tiny tots two and three years old, in 
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their big sunny room, looking like a parade 
of gay flowers as they march around to 
put their offerings in the basket, to the 
men’s and women’s classes where giving 
often means real sacrifice. 

The church is growing in membership 
at the rate of about one hundred each year. 
A. good many of these new members come 
in from the Sunday-school, for conversions 
there mean additions to the church. There 
is a close relationship here, and a mutual 
interest. in prayer. 

The condition of this Sunday-school is. 
not out of reach of the smallest group. 
There is nothing here that is not available 
to any organization that is willing to pay 
the price — the price of looking away from 
self and self-effort; the price of yielded 
lives; the price of prevailing prayer. Let 
no one sigh that his school has not the equip- 
ment or the finances or the workers to 
build up a school that will truly be leading 
its members to the feet of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and growing in a solid, spiritual 
way. Rather let even one or two, in an 
unreserved surrender to the Lord, lay hold 
on him for the pouring out of the power of 
his Spirit, and the results will come. It is 
unwilling hearts, not material lacks, that 
stand in the way of doing great things for 
God. “If ye shall ask ...I will do” (John 
14:14) is a promise that has never been 
withdrawn. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Mar. 18. What Has Jesus Done for Us? John 
3:2 16; 2- Pet. g : 18. 
Sunday, March 11 


What Did Religion Mean to Jesus? 
(Luke 10 : 25-28; Acts 10 : 38) 





Mon.—Religion is doing God’s will » aaa g% 


30). 
Tues.—Pleasing God (John 8: 29). 
Wed.—Religion is in the heart (Mark 7: 
14-16). 
Thurs.—Religion is doing good (Acts 10: 
38) 


Fri—Jesus’ definition (Mark 12 : 28-34). 
Sat.—Micah’s statement (Mic. 6: 8). 











What is the difference between external and 
internal religion? 

How did Jesus live his religion? 

How may we manifest the spirit of religion? 


N ANSWERING the question of our 

topic, “What Did Religion Mean to 
Jesus?” we must first know what is meant 
by the word “religion.” To some, “re- 
ligion” has a radically different meaning 
than it does to others. A colored man tes- 
tified in a meeting. “I’ve stole chickens, 
and I’ve shot dice, and told lies; but, 
bless the Lord, I’se kept my religion in 
de heart!” 

ye 


The Jews had been commanded by God 
to observe certain rites and ceremonies. 
There were intended ‘to teach great truths 
concerning redemption through the shed 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. But 
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when the Lord Jesus came he found that 
the religious leaders of the people were 
placing the emphasis upon the formalism 
and ceremony rather than upon the truths 
to which they pointed. These leaders 
were punctilious in fulfilling the letter of 
the Levitical laws, but they did not hesi- 
tate to oppress their fellow men and to 
harbor hatred, envy, and malice in their 
hearts. Some of the most severe words 
that the Lord Jesus ever spoke were 
directed against these religionists whose 
hearts were corrupt and evil and who had 
neither love for God nor man. 


ee 

In direct contrast Christ taught that 
God is Spirit, and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth 
(John 4: 24). 

He taught that the first and great com- 
mandment was, “Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with 
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all thy strength: this is the first com- 
mandment. And the second is like, namely 
this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self” (Mark 12:30, 31). 

He taught that it was foolishness and 
an. abomination to God to clean up the 
outward acts when the heart was left un- 
cleansed (Matt. 23: 25-33). 


To the Lord Jesus religion was a mat- 
ter of daily living, and one of our lesson 
verses reminds us that he continually went 
about “doing good, and healing all that 
were oppressed of the devil” (Acts 10: 
38). To him religion was a matter of 
doing God’s will and of constantly seeking 
to please him and to honor him (John 5: 
30; 8:20). 

Yet with it all, he carefully observed 
all the requirements of the Mgsaic laws. 
He went to the Temple on the great feast 
days; he was careful to pay the Temple 
tribute money.’ ‘The fact that religion to 








Magnificent America! 
Especially Alaska 


Can you see America with us this summer? A group of Christian 
Journal readers are going West together in July. 


Our party will travel in first class style — private Pullman and diners 
—to the Coast, seeing Yellowstone and Glacier Parks enroute. 


At Seattle we’ll embark on a luxurious steamer and glide lazily through 
the peaceful waters of the Inside Passage — up the Alaskan coast. We’ll 
see Nature’s grandest sights — glaciers — waterfalls —old missions — 
romantic gold-rush towns — Northern Lights— dazzling fields of flowers 
at the foot of snow-capped mountains. 


We'll be gone twenty-one eventful days. With congenial companions 
all the way, And the rates are especially low. Just fill in the coupon 
and learn the total cost—right from your home town. There’s abso- 


lutely no obligation. 


Burlington Route 


Alaska S. S. Co. 


Spokane, Portland & Seattle R. R. Co. 


Northern Pacific Ry. Co. 


Great Northern R. R. Co. 





Mr. H. Trumbull Howard, Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dear Mr. Howard: Please let me know complete details and cost of 


the “Christian Fellowship Tour” to Alaska. 
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**Tabernacle Hymns Number Three” is 
an unrivalled source of spiritual power. 

©The best all-purpose book I ever saw,” 
says one pastor; “Free from taint of un- 
sound teaching”, says another: “Nowhere 
in print a better collection of standard 
ood new hymns that people love to sing”, 
says a third. 


Fresh song books stir new interest. You can secure 
them easily with the Tabernacle Budget Saving Plan. 


New Books for 1,000 Churches 


In eighteen months more than a thousand churches 
have secured “Tabernacle Hymns Number Three” 
without adding a penny to their budget obligations. 
With prompt action you can do the seme. Mail the 
coupon below for iculars, 

PRESENT LOW PRICES may not fong prevail, 7m 
action is desirable. Per 100. only $50, ilk cloth, gold 
embossed; $32.50, 


ag Spe ERNA( 
Fully orchestrated. Rance 


Mail Coupon Below S 


NUMBER TDREE == 
TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 

852-KB2 North Waller Aveune, Ohicago, Il. 

Please send returnable sample of “Tabernacle Hymns 
Number Three” and details of Budget Saving Plan. 
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him was a matter of the heart did not 
hinder him from maintaining. its outward 
observances. 


sg 


We need a word of caution in these days 
lest we be misled by the statements of 
some whose zeal to proclaim that religion 
is merely daily living would lead us to 
think that doctrine and a firm. belief in 
the Bible as the inspired Word of God 
is unimportant. And so part of our Scrip- 
ture lesson has wisely been chosen to show 
the emphasis that the Lord himself placed 
upon the commandments. Living a Chris- 
tian life can never be divorced from the 
Word of God. It is there that we find 
the precepts and the doctrines that give us 
the foundation and the enlightenment for 
daily living. ‘True religion must therefore 
be founded upon and inseparably linked 
with the Scriptures. 

ee 

But just how may we be certain that 
we are truly religious? An officer on a 
Japanese liner was listening to an Amer- 
ican companion talking about the Chris- 
tian faith. With pathetic intensity he in- 
terrupted his companion with the question, 
“But is there power to make a man live 
it?” An Imperial University man, with 
characteristic keenness, he touched the one 
critical spot. Fortunately his companion 
was able to tell him about the One who 
died for him, and who lived again, and 
who still lives to give us the power we 
all need to be truly religious. It is the 
Gospel of Christ that is the power of 
God unto salvation, and it is the indwell- 
ing Christ himself who is the power of 
God in the daily life to enable us to live 
pleasing unto God. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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SPECIAL OFFER ON PROPHETIC BOOKS 


What of 
the Night? 


By DR. ARTHUR 1. BROWN 
Noted Scientist and Eminent Physician. 

When will the Age end?—Will we ever write 1937?— 
How near are we to the reign of the Antichrist, the Great 
Tribulation and the Battle of Armageddon ?—Is another 
World War imminent ?— What national changes will oc- 
cur during the next few years ?—Can we determine with 
any degree of Certainty the End-Time Period ?— What 
of the Revelations of the Occult?—What of Russia ?— 
When will the Saints be Translated ?—How will the 
End come? Z 

The above are some of the startling questions an- 
swered by Dr. Brown in this Amazing Book. 

So great has been the demand for this book that 50,000 
copies have been printed since March 793r. New, im- 
proved edition. See Publisher’s Address below. 


Price 35 cents, 3 copies $1.00. 


“The Great 
Tribulation” 


By REV. T. RICHARD DUNHAM 
Foreword by William L. Pettingill, D.D. 

Here is the most complete treatment of this subject 
we have found anywhere. It shows what The Great 
Tribulation is, when it will take place, whom it will 
affect, who will escape it, when. it will end, and what the 
outcome will be. 

Dr. Pettingill says, ‘Mr. Dunham has put us all in 
his debt by writing on this subject, and his testimony 
as set forth in the chapters of this book will be found to 
be clear and convinciag.”’ 

Paper 25¢ ; Cloth 60c postpaid ; S Copies Paper Cover, $1.00: 
As a special offer we will send both books (paper 
cover) for 50c postpaid. 
FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH STORE 
Box No. 67 Dept. S Hoytville, Ohio 





The Times Guide to 
New Books 
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of the Bible True?” and “Are the Miracles 
of the Bible True?” Some of the positions 
held by those who attack the Bible are 
stated, and the general principles upon 
which such objections may be met are 
explained. Many ‘specific difficulties and 
apparent contradictions are patiently dealt 
with. Scores of puzzling passages are 
cleared up, until the great fact of the super- 
natural inspiration of the Bible is seen to 
be the only reasonable explanation. 

The unity of the Pentateuch is presented 
and proved, and the mooted question, “Is 
the- Morality of the Old Testament Con- 
sistent with that of the New Testament?” 
is dealt with in a masterly manner. This 
is followed by a discussion, “Have We 
Positive Evidence That the Bible is True?” 
Here, under “the witness of prophecy,” in 
a single paragraph dealing with the book 
of Revelation there is taken the historical 
rather than the futurist view. This appar- 
ently is the only point where Bible believers 
may be inclined to differ. The book is 
attractively printed in large, clear type, and 
well bound, and of convenient: pocket size. 
It is just the thing for the college boy or 
girl, or for ready reference by the Bible 
teacher or leader of young people. 


February 24, 1934 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


March 5 to 11 

Mon.—Matthew 13 : 31-33, 44-52. 
Parables of the Kingdom. 
Prayer SuccestTions: The definition of 
and the deep underlying reason for these 
seven parables have challenged the best 
thought down the centuries. All seem 
agreed that they contain deep, moral, spir- 
itual truth. Notice that the giving of these 
parables marked the beginning of the teach- 
ing ministry of the Twelve. For, said He, 
“Know ye not this parable?” (Mark 4: 
13.) “Have ye understood all these things ? 
They say unto him, yea, Lord. Then said 
he unto them, ... every scribe instructed 
... bringeth forth out of his treasure things 











SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


The Sunday School Literature pub- 
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2. The Answer of the Modern Evolutionists. 3. The 
Answer of the Professing Church. 4. The Answer of the 
Bible. The book is nicely printed on fine white paper, 
and bound in art stock cover. There are 32 pages. 
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Lesson for March 11 


new and old”. (vs. 51, 52). A divine reve- © 
- lation imposes responsibility. Every in- 


structed disciple is under heavenly bonds 
to instruct the uninstructed. .How are you 
measuring up to your privileges. and re- 
sponsibilities? Pray for the Mino Mission, 
Miss Sadie Lea Weidner; Superintendent, 
Ogaki, Gifu Ken, Japan. The Mission is 
experiencing grave difficulties at this time. 
Tues.—Matthew 13 : 10-17. 
The Reason for Parables. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The unique posi- 
tion of Christian disciples makes necessary 
the unique ministry of the Spirit of God. 
“They are not of the world.” “The Spirit 
of truth;.whom the world cannot .receive.” 
“Unto you it is given [to understand] ... 
but unto them that are without, all these 
things are done in parables” (Mark 4:11). 
The initiated understand. God has given 
us of his Spirit that we might understand 
the things which are freely given us. of 
God. Do you understand the language of 
Christ? If not, ask him to instruct you. 
Pray for Christians in Japan now being 
tried by persecution for not joining in 
“Shrine Worship.” 
Wed.—Matthew 13: 1-9. The Seed and the Soil. 
PRAYER SuGcEstTions: God’s Word is the 
seed; our hearts the soil. The Lord Jesus, 
the Sower, seeks to place the Word of God 
in our hearts. Some give it no place. 
Others give it only a partial place. Some 
few. give it the pre-eminent place. Satan’s 
great work is.to prevent, if possible, the 
entrance of God’s Word into the heart. 
Where it.is received he aims to prevent it 
from having the pre-eminent place. A lit- 
tle of God’s Word with loads of corroding 
care, or the Word unaccompanied - with 
prayer, gives the Adversary great advan- 
tage. Are you “good ground,” hearing the 
Word, receiving it, and bringing forth 
fruit? Pray for secret inquirers among 
the Japanese -who are inquiring -into - the 
real meaning of the strength of Christians, 
Thurs.—Matthew 13 : 18-23. 
The Parable Explained. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Before the dis- 
ciples could understand the meaning of the 
Word, they needed the supplementing grace 
of spiritual illumination. Spiritual things 
are spiritually discerned (1 Cor. 2:14): 
“The natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God.” The disciples were 
spiritual. The Lord opened their under- 
standing. This key parable has a wealth 
of spiritual meaning wrapped up in the key 
words: “field,” “Sower,” “seed,” “birds,” 
“thorns,” “good ground,” and “fruit.” Do 
you really delight in God’s Word? Love 
of the Word insures profit from the Word. 
Pray for Mino Mission efforts to reach 
the Japanese on the four islands off the 
prefecture of Mie. 
Fri—Matthew 13 : 24-30. 
The Parable of the Tares. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Good and bad seed 
mixed in the same field and growing to- 
gether until the harvest sets forth human 
life and moral and spiritual conditions in 
this world. This field of mixed seed is 
not an illustration of the regenerate heart. 
“Let both grow together until the harvest” 
hardly fits in with what the Lord has in 
mind for his people. He does not want evil 
plants to grow to harvest in our lives. It 


is true, however, our fleshly harvest will . 


be burned. ‘The fire shall try every man’s 
work of what sort it is.” Final separation 
of “them which do iniquity” from the right- 
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LATEST DISCOVERIES IN BIBLE LANDS 





1925-1933 


New Bible Evidence 


SIR CHARLES MARSTON, F.S.A. 











\ ae Now that a great obstacle to exploration 
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the truth of the Bible records. 
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Of the British Edition, Zhe (London) Times Literary 
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Illustrated, $2.00 
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Bible Study at Home 
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Every Christian is exhorted to “grow... 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.” Will you not let us help 
you become better acquainted with Him 
through the study of one of our Bible 
courses, of which there are six? 
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Bible Chapter Summary 
uctory Bible Course 
Great Epochs of Sacred History 
Scofield Bible Correspondence Course 
Studies in the Life and Teachings of | 
Our Lord 

It may be you have recently pursued some 
definite, systematic Bible study and at this 
time desire instruction in methods of Chris- 
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the following courses? 








BIBLE TEST FREE 
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; Scripture Memorizing for Personal Work 
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Christian Evidences 

World-Wide Missions 

MAIL TODAY! Mountain Pesks of Prophecy 
Fundamentals of Christian Faith 
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Dept. 4502, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 

O) Please send me your 52-page Illustrated Bulletin. 

O) Please send me Free 5-Minute Bible Test. No obligation. 
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eous is certain. 
Pray for Jap- 
anese in the English-speaking ‘countries. 
Sat.—Matthew 13 : 34-43. The Final Harvest. 

Prayer SuGGESTIONS: The harvest con- 
cerns God, Christ, angels, and men. God 
and Christ will be deservedly honored. The 
justice, kindness, immutability, power, and 
faithfulness of God will be exhibited. 
Angels, the reapers, will glorify God by 
the execution of the just will of God in 
separation of the righteous and the wicked. 
Men will glorify God’s righteous appoint- 
ment of their eternal abode. Appalling, 
glorious day! What our Lord says con- 
cerning future destiny ought to make us all 
solemn, serious, and diligent. Pray for 
Japanase Christian leaders. 
Sun.—Proverbs 3 : 13-24. 

The Rewards of Wisdom. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Reason, revelation, 
and experience testify to our spiritual illit- 
eracy. Divine teaching is necessary to sal- 
vation and abundant life. Until illuminated 
by the Word of God by the ministry of the 
Spirit of God a man has but a lapsed, in- 
digent, dreamy, profitless existence. Grace, 
safety, and peace, are known only to those 
taught of God. God is a glorious, ever- 
lasting fountain (in Christ) of wisdom, and 
righteousness and sanctification, and re- 
demption (1 Cor, 1:30). Improve the 
wisdom God has imparted to you and he 
will entrust you with greater treasures of 
spiritual knowledge. Pray for the mission- 
aries of the Cross of Christ in Japan. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2—One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2 each, per year. One copy, 
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$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 


postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 50 cents for postage. 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please be sure to state the old as well as 
the mew address whenever you request a 
change in your address. If in a club, please 
give name and address of your club organ- 
izer, and allow two full weeks for the 
change to be made. 
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Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 
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323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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